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The Bolch Judicial 
Institute of Duke Law 
School will award the 
first annual Bolch Prize 
for the Rule of Law to 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Anthony M. Kennedy (Ret-
ired) during a ceremony at 
Duke University in April.

The Bolch Judicial Institute 
focuses on bettering the 
human condition by study-
ing and promoting the rule 
of law, and the Bolch Prize 
is designed to honor indi-
viduals or entities who have 
distinguished themselves in 
the preservation or advance-
ment of the rule of law. The 
recipient is selected by the 
advisory board of the Bolch 
Judicial Institute.

“Over the course of his 
long and distinguished 
career on the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals and the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States, Justice Kennedy has 
been a leader among those 
dedicated to understand-
ing and preserving the rule 
of law,” said David F. Levi, 
director of the Bolch Judicial 
Institute. “Early in his judi-
cial career, Justice Kennedy 
undertook to keep before us 
the important proposition 
that a free society is only 
possible with an indepen-
dent judiciary and a citizenry 
who understand the basic 
constitutional structures 

necessary to preserve such a 
free society. Over the course 
of his long career, he has 
been tireless in speaking 
with foreign judges and judi-
ciaries about their important 
role and in promoting civic 
education in the United 
States and elsewhere. He is 
an eloquent spokesperson 
for the rule of law and what 
it means to the preserva-

tion of the dignity, 
equal treatment, 
and human rights 
of all persons.

“Because of his 
wonderful exam- 
ple and his con-
tributions to the 
preservation and 
advancement of 
the rule of law, the 
board of the Bolch 
Judicial Institute 
enthusiastically 
selected Justice 
Kennedy for the 
2019 Bolch Prize, 
the first Bolch 
Prize,” Levi said.

Established in 
2018 with the cre-
ation of the Bolch 
Judicial Institute 
at Duke Law, the 
Bolch Prize is 
a central com-
ponent of the 
Institute’s efforts 
to support and 
further the rule of 

law in the United States and 
around the world. By honor-
ing those who do this work, 
the Bolch Prize draws atten-
tion to the ideals of justice 
and judicial independence 
and to the constitutional 
structures and safeguards 
that undergird a free society.

“It was an honor and 
a pleasure to serve with 
Justice Kennedy for more 

than 12 years,” said U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice 
Samuel A. Alito. “He will 
surely be counted as one 
of the most important jus-
tices in the history of the 
Supreme Court, and he is a 
most fitting recipient of the 
first annual Bolch Institute 
Prize. He will set a very 
high standard for future 
recipients!”

Justice Kennedy is widely 
recognized for his devo-
tion to the Constitution and 
his efforts to share the ide-
als of liberty and democracy 
with students and audi-
ences around the world. He 
has spoken frequently of 
his commitment to the rule 
of law and the need for a 
judge to always be neutral 
and fair. “Our system pre-
sumes that there are certain 
principles that are more 
important than the tem-
per of the times,” he once 
said in an interview with 
PBS. “And you must have a 
judge who is detached, who 
is independent, who is fair, 
who is committed only to 
those principles, and not 
public pressures of other 
sort. That’s the meaning of 
neutrality.”

Through public appear- 
ances and teaching engage-
ments, Justice Kennedy 
has worked to build pub-
lic understanding of and 
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Two Tennessee state court judges, 
SHAYNE SEXTON of the 8th 
Judicial District Criminal Court, 
and BRATTEN COOK of the 
13th Judicial District General 
Sessions Court, received the 2018 
Making a Difference Award at the 
Tennessee Association of Recovery 
Court Professionals’ 14th Annual 
Recovery Court Conference. The 
award recognized their leadership 
in helping individuals and comm-
unities affected by substance abuse. 

SYLVIA HINDS-
RADIX, associate 
justice of the 
Supreme Court 
of the State 
of New York, 
Appellate Division, Second Judicial 
Department, received the New York 

State Bar Association’s 14th annual 
Diversity Trailblazer Award for her 
efforts to promote equality and 
diversity in the workplace and for 
creating opportunities for students 
from diverse backgrounds. 

JOSEPH 
CARDOZA, chief 
judge of the 
Maui Second 
Circuit Court, 
was named the 
2018 Jurist of the Year by Chief 
Justice Mark E. Recktenwald of 
the Supreme Court of Hawaii. 
The annual award recognizes 
a trial judge for exceptional 
judicial competence, significant 
extra-judicial contributions to the 
administration of justice, and active 
community involvement. 

JOHN M. 
FACCIOLA 
received the 
2019 Hon. 
Shira Scheindlin 
Lifetime 
Achievement Award presented by 
Zapproved LLC, given to individuals 
who contribute significantly to 
the advancement of electronic 
discovery. Judge Facciola served 
as a U.S. Magistrate Judge for the 
U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia from 1997 to 2014 and 
authored over 700 opinions, many 
of which had an important impact 
on e-discovery practice. 

PAMELA KING, a judge of the 
Third Judicial District of Minnesota, 
was awarded the Magnus Mukoro 
Award for Integrity in Forensic 

Science by the New York City 
Legal Aid Society for improving 
the accountability and quality of 
forensic science and educating the 
defense community and the larger 
criminal justice community. 

PAMELA RINTALA was feted 
in Warren, Ohio, before her 
retirement early this year. She 
was the first woman elected to 
the bench in Trumbull County and 
served as a Trumbull County Family 
Court judge from 1995 until her 
retirement. She was also the first 
woman to serve as the Trumbull 
County Bar Association President, 
from 1992 to 1994. 
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appreciation for the role of 
an independent judiciary in 
a functioning democracy. He 
has lectured at law schools 
and universities in many 
countries, speaking about 
the rule of law and the con-
nections between economic 
and social progress and a 
system of laws that protect 
freedom and prevent cor-
ruption. And he has helped 
to develop educational tools 
about the rule of law and the 
role of the judiciary for stu-
dents in the United States 
and abroad.

Justice Kennedy was born 
in Sacramento, Calif., July 
23, 1936. He married Mary 

Davis and has three chil-
dren. He received his B.A. 
from Stanford University 
and the London School of 
Economics, and his LL.B. 
from Harvard Law School. 
He was in private prac-
tice in San Francisco, Calif., 
from 1961 to 1963, as well as 
in Sacramento, Calif., from 
1963 to 1975. From 1965 to 
1988, he was a Professor of 
Constitutional Law at the 
McGeorge School of Law, 
University of the Pacific.

Justice Kennedy has 
served in numerous posi-
tions during his career, 
including a member of the 
California Army National 
Guard in 1961, the board of 

the Federal Judicial Center 
from 1987 to 1988, and two 
committees of the Judicial 
Conference of the United 
States: the Advisory Panel on 
Financial Disclosure Reports 
and Judicial Activities, sub-
sequently renamed the 
Advisory Committee on 
Codes of Conduct, from 1979 
to 1987, and the Committee 
on Pacific Territories from 
1979 to 1990, which he 
chaired from 1982 to 1990.

He was appointed to 
the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit in 1975. President 
Ronald Reagan nominated 
him as an Associate Justice 
of the Supreme Court, and 

he took his seat February 
18, 1988. Justice Kennedy 
retired from the Supreme 
Court on July 31, 2018.

The Bolch Judicial Institute 
is dedicated to bettering the 
human condition through 
studying and promoting 
the rule of law. Established 
at Duke Law School in 2018 
with a $10 million gift from 
Carl Bolch Jr. and Susan Bass 
Bolch, the Institute devel-
ops research, scholarship, 
and educational programs in 
three focus areas: the rule of 
law; courts and judging; and 
law and technology.

— MELINDA MYERS VAUGHN 
is managing editor of Judicature.
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