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KEM THOMPSON FROST, 
chief justice of Texas’s Court 
of Appeals, 
14th District, 
has been 
named a 2019 
Outstanding 
Texas Leader 
and inducted into the Texas 
Leadership Hall of Fame by JBS 
Public Leadership Institute at 
The University of Texas-Permian 
Basin. Chief Justice Frost has 
served on the Texas judiciary for 
two decades. She received her 
LLM from Duke Law in 2014. 

New Hampshire Supreme 
Court Chief Justice ROBERT 
J. LYNN was honored by the

state’s bar association with the 
2019 Justice William A. Grimes 
Award for Outstanding Judicial 
Professionalism. The award 
honors a judge who is known 
for being a person “of learning 
and experience in the laws, of 
exemplary morals and great 
patience.” Lynn retired in August 
after 27 years on the supreme 
and superior trial courts.

M. MARGARET MCKEOWN
was presented with the John 
Marshall Award at the American  
Bar Association Annual Meeting 
in San Francisco in August. 
Judge McKeown, who was the 
first female partner of the law 
firm Perkins Coie LLP and was 

appointed to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 
in 1998, has been a leader 
on gender issues, judicial 
ethics, and international 
rule of law. In the wake of 
#metoo, she was named by 
Chief Justice John Roberts 
to the national Workplace 
Environment Working Group.

WILLIAM E. SMITH, chief 
judge of the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Rhode Is-
land, received the 2019 Chief 
Justice Joseph R. Weisberger 
Judicial Excellence Award. 
Named in honor of its first 
recipient, retired Chief Justice 
Joseph R. Weisberger, the 
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human-controlled to mostly 
machine-controlled planes, 
with pilots’ lack of experience 
resulting in incidents that may 
have otherwise been avoidable. 
Litigation over such accidents 
may offer guidance as judges 
continue to prepare for a new 
era of technology on the road.

Find a longer, annotated version of 
this report, as well as more informa-
tion about impaired and distracted 
driving and the courts, at the Traffic 
Resource Center (http://home.
trafficresourcecenter.org). Points of 
view or opinions expressed in this 
article do not represent the official 
positions of the NCSC or NHTSA.
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award is given to a Rhode 
Island jurist for exemplifying 
and encouraging the highest 
level of competence, integrity, 
judicial temperament, ethical 
conduct, and professionalism.

DUANE SLONE of the Circuit 
Court in the Fourth Judicial 
District of Tennessee received 
the National 
Center for 
State Court’s 
William H. 
Rehnquist 
Award for 
Judicial Excellence. The award 
is presented by the Chief Jus-
tice of the United States and 
honors a state court judge who 
demonstrates integrity, fairness, 
and other qualities; Slone was 
recognized for his innovative 
judicial work in addressing 
the opioid epidemic. His mo-
tivation is both professional 
and personal; in 2011, Judge 
Slone and his wife, Gretchen, 
adopted an infant son who had 
suffered opioid withdrawals 
from his birth mother’s use. 

Judge CARL E. STEWART of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the  
Fifth Circuit 
received the 
2019  
Edward J. 
Devitt Dis-
tinguished 
Service to Justice Award. The 
award “honors an Article III 
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judge who has achieved a 
distinguished career and made 
significant contributions to the 
administration of justice, the 
advancement of the rule of 
law, and the improvement of 
society.” This year’s selection 
committee, chaired by retired 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice An-
thony M. Kennedy, recognized 
Judge Stewart (who was chief 
judge at the time of the award) 
for having “demonstrated 
his commitment to decency, 
civility, fairness, and justice.”

North Carolina Court of Appeals 
Chief Judge 
LINDA MCGEE 
received the 
state chief 
justice’s Friend 
of the Court 
award. Judge McGee chairs the 
Celebrate North Carolina Courts 
Committee and has overseen 
anniversary celebrations for 
the state’s judicial branch, in-
cluding the 50th anniversary of 
the district courts in 2016, the 
240th anniversary of the supe-
rior courts and 50th anniversary 
of the court of appeals in 2017, 
and the 200th anniversary of 
the Supreme Court in 2019. 

The Hawaii Supreme Court be-
stowed its annual Jurist of the 
Year Award on First Circuit Court 

Judge GARY W.B. CHANG. 
Judge Chang was honored for 
promoting professionalism 
in the courtroom and leading 
the launch of an electronic 
filing system for civil cases 
in the state’s circuit courts.

The Mississippi Bar awarded  
the Judicial Excellence 
Award to Judge DENISE 
OWENS of 
the state’s 
Fifth Chancery 
Court District. 
The award 
“recognizes 
an exceptional judge who is an 
example of judicial excellence, 
a leader in advancing the quali-
ty and efficiency of justice and a 
person of high ideals, character 
and integrity.” Judge Owens 
took her seat on the court in 
1989 and has served as the vice 
chair of the state bar associa-
tion’s Delivery of Legal Services 
Committee and a University 
of Mississippi law professor. 

SCOTT M. BERNSTEIN, of the 
Florida Eleventh Circuit, and 
DAVID L. DENKIN, of Florida’s 
Sarasota County courts, received 
the state’s 2019 Chief Justice 
Award for Judicial Excellence. 
Judge Bernstein was recog-
nized for “his intellectual curi-
osity and thirst for knowledge” 

and efforts to improve the quali-
ty of the judiciary, both for court 
users and for court employees. 
Judge Denkin was honored for 
his “record of personal contri-
butions to the judicial branch 
and sterling reputation for pro-
fessionalism” and for serving as 
a leader, teacher, and mentor.

The Judicial Council of Califor-
nia awarded its Distinguished 
Service Award, the highest 
honor given by the state court 
system’s governing body, to 
Presiding Justice DENNIS M. 
PERLUSS of the Court of Ap-
peal, Second Appellate District, 
Division Seven in Los Angeles, 
and to Judge 
HILARY A.  
CHITTICK of 
the Fresno 
County Supe-
rior Court, for 
embodying  
the judicial branch’s high-
est purpose — “to ensure 
that every Californian has 
equal access to justice.” 

Arizona Supreme Court jus-
tices honored their own Chief 
Justice SCOTT BALES with the 
Outstanding Service to the 
Arizona Courts Award for 2019. 
Justice Bales retired in July.

Editor’s Note: Joseph Kimble’s “Redlines” column will return in the spring 2020 Judicature.*
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